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CoSCEP
Coalition to Stop Children's Exposure to Pesticides
A Prolen ol'llte Peiicirle l:ducalion Cen/er. .\'un f.ranci.rca, (,alil'ornia

Consurner Pcsticrde Safcn' Series

# L Home Use

What are the Most Hazardous Household Pesticides?
'I'hc 

rnosf dangcror.rs proclucts are fogeers, bon-rbs, and aerosols. Ther- gn'c off vapors, rnists, and tiny particles
thtrt contamillete the entlre t1e21tcd area al'c more easih.absorbcd into tl-rc bodr'.. Resrdues can ren-rain in thc

horne for rveeks, months, even t-ears. \\'c rccommcncl that tou ner-er bu ," or use thcrn, or allorv an

c\termlnator to r-rse them ir-rsic-lc or outsidc lour homc.

What Are the Health Risks of Pesticides?

Studies iink pesticide exposure to c2u1ccr, birth defects, stillbirth, ir-rfcrtihn', and dumaqe to the brain and nen-ous
svstcm - inclucl ing Parkinson's dise rsc.

'I'he 
tvpes oicanccrs in achtlts rnclr-rde lcuken-ria, lr'mp}rorna, ltr..rin cancer, multiple myclorla, and cancer of the

pancreas, prostate, and colort. Cancers in cl'rildren inclucle: brain cancer, leukcn-ria, non Hodgkin lr.mpl-rorna, and
soft t issue sarcoma.

Pcsticide e\posr-lre can 2rggravate asthma, allerglcs, chemical scnsitivift', and other mcdical conditions.

Just bccause a pestrcide does not tn:tke t 'ou i l l  i rnrr-recl ir tch',  does lrot lnean rhat potential l t 'harmful exposl lrcs 2lre
not occLlrrllrs that rn:rv car-rse c{elalccl effbcts latcr irr life .

Whv Are Children More Vulnerable to Pesticides?

Children rue not rmni adults. Ther- have rnore skrn surface for their sizc ar-rd tirke in more breaths pcr rninute than
aduits, so absorb more into tl-reir bodres. f'licir abilin to brcekdorvn toxic chemicals is less matlrre, and their
irnmune svstcm is not fi,rlh'der-elopcd.

Legel pcsticicle use accorcl ing to hbcl instnrct ions r.an re sr.r l t  i l  ulacccptlble exposurc to the fetr,rs, and tcr
infints ancl children.

lnfirnts ar-rd childlen 'rrc rrrore hkeh to l-rar-e ciirect contact u.ith rcsidues on contarninated surfaccs such as carpcts
and lau'trs and fron-r pets. 

'l'hel 
oftcn s'ear lcss ckrtliing, arc barefcrot, flrll clos,n, irnd put evefl'tliinq things in their

mottth. Pesticidcs clrter e\.en more eesil1' tl'rrouelt their shin if it is s.et frotr clroohng, urine, or other hcluids.
-I'ols 

lnd othcr objects rvhich :rre not i1r the rooln at the trrle rvhcrr pesticide s are appLed and are br-ought in later,
can bccome contamin:rtecl. Residucs that ternain in the room can re I'olatihze and te-dcposit over dat's or weeks.

rJThy Are Pesticides On the Market I f  They Are Not Safe?

l)cst icides arc lcgal toxic ptodr.rcts. 
-fhc 

l frrr-tonmcntal Protcct ior . \gcncv (trP-\) docs rrot al low pcsticides fo bc
advert isccl or lal ;elccl ns "sefe". Cornpanies har-e been prosecuted :urd hneci for cal l ing pcsticides'Safe".
The consumer h:rs no.var- of knowing about long term cfttcts of pcsticides, including cancer, birth defects,
infertilitr', genetic and btain clamage in laboratorv animals. 

-fhc 
lau. does not recl-ure this to be on tl-re label.

Pesticidcs contain othet ingredicnts that can be rnore l-rrrmfr-rl than the pesticide itself, ot increase the damagc it
can do. 

'l'hesc 
so called "incrt" ir-rgrcdicnts are not on the pcsticide labc1 becanse thc larv does not rcquire rt.

How Does Neighborhood Use Affect Me and My Family?
llesiducs trorn outcloor pesticide ,sprilvs can travcl irr frorn the site of lppLcation - as rr-nLch as 85 to 909ri, car-r
drift off tzrget. How iar ther- drift dcpcrrds on s.rnd, ancl other factors, but cur be a mile or-. morc.
Pesticrcles use d olt tdoors can get insicle the home elcn i f  the l , l rdou,s arc closed. Ther- are r lso tracke d in
trom trcatecl larvns, ancl oncc inside thc horne, cln remain for urccks, months or evcn \-ears.
Pcsticrcle dri t t  resiclucs t:ontaminate plal cclurpmcnt, sancl boxes, horne gardcls, backt-ard pools a1d ponds, r ivers,
lakcs, and stlc'.uns. Pcsticide drift frorn run-off, leaching and rarn is a hazlld to birds, becs, fish, and to pets.

I  o f 2  I  l o r n c  t r s c  l l c r r s c d  \ p r i l  2 ( 1 1 6



What Are Safer Alternatives?
+ Insecticides: Use baits a'd traps rvhe'e'er possible. Baits do not make the cntire treated area toxrc - the

pesticicle st"rt-s irt tl-re origlnal cont'.tiner, ancl is taken lrl the pest bzrck to the colon' cll oest, making their home
toxic, .ot ro.rs. Baits clo not $r-e off harmf.r \-apo1.s, .-rists, or particres.

-\r'oid usinq pest strips lccrnt;rining DD\-1)/dictrlon-os), ancl moth prn.l.,.t', lontainrng paradrchloro
benzctrc or naphthale'e ceclar and la'encler co.trols rnoths. \Iar-rl air flesher-rcrs a'd deodorizers contain para-
dichokrrenzene (not on thc label).

t\r-oid the r-rse of plugs-ins, rvhich can ernrt chcnicals halrnful to those with asthma, allergies, and
chemicr l  sc r rs i t r r . in  .

+ Herbicides:: -\lte'rrti'cs i'clr'rtle corn ql,tcn, hot *'^ter, r'i.egur, rveed *,ackers, proper \vateflng and mo*,rng,
ore2rnlc larvn carc.

+ Fungicides: -\ l ter 'et i 'es '-rcl trde sulf ,r ,  b^l<ine socla, sornc coppcr cornpotrncls, cr_rl tural contr. ls, .rga*c
Iau'n1'garden carc.

What About Termite Control?
+ l'here is a'o.toxic heat method for drrrvood termites. If Yrkane (sulfurvl fluoride) must be used, double the

time of return, espcciallr.if a ho,-rschol.l member is chcrnicellt. scnsltlve or has asthma, or other health
problems -\ir out *,rtrr cross-r'entilatio' for 2-r hours before retluflnrg..

+ Leather (tcal not s\'llthetic) ctn hold on to g2rses loneer. (ilotl-ung, shoes, etc. of re2l leathcr shor,tld ltc remor_ed
prlor to furniqation or pl:rced rn Qas irnPerrnelble bags. Leather frLrniture should be rerlorrcd i f  possible, or i f
'ot possiblc to remo'c, ai lorvecl to' f f ,grs ro'gcr -,utcloors i f  p.ssi lrrc.

+ 
'fherc 

arc scveral good baitrng s\-stclns for sulitcrrllneen fcrmites. \'ou rnaY be ablc to do tl.ris |ourself for a
m1flor or small infestation. prof-essional help sl-roulci bc uscd for large or sevelc lnfestations.

What About Pest Control Companies?
# l)o not sign 2l colltr2lct to ha'e pesticicles appliecl on a schcclule, o.. o,r n regr-rlar basis. This results r. unnecessar'

applicatior-rs ancl expcttsc, artcl mai'tai's continuing levcls of toxics i' und arou'c1 yonr 6orne.

iooled b! cornpanics that sat ' thet 'use "IPlI" ( Integratecl Ircst rIa'agement), l rul also usc roxic pestrcrdes.
* Do not be mislead br-cornpar-rics r,,.l.ro tell vor,r fhcl onlr-usc pcsticrdes resrstcrecl lrl tl,re llp.\. AIt lcgal

pesticides ate regrstered bl the Flp_\.
# \Iake sllle Yo. ha'c I rvritten corttlact bcforc a'r'rvork bcgi's on volrr property. 'fhe 

contract should have
complcte i'formation on rvhat Pests are berng trcatccl, the rnethods of applicatron, and the names and ingredients
in . \Lj- producs..

* If r.o, do not kno*' *''hat tl-re procluct is, or- rvhat thc poter-rtial risks ate - clo 'ot allow its Llse olr 'o.-rl propern-.
\ Iost pest cotl t lol  operat()rs knorv Lit t le or nothing r l ;out deler.ed health cffects of the prodr-rcts the' usc. -\ Innr, do not
knou'tl-rc effects on chrldrerr and adults rvith rsthr.r.ra, ellcr-g,ics, chernicrl scnsitivitr., ancl undcrh.ing hcalth problerns.

Pesticide Education center: P.o Box 225219, Szrn lrrancisc o, c,\  91122 115 665-4.22 ernai l :  pec(lrgc.org
\nvav pesticides otg. DetignerPai-utnt, Llou la ProleclYourLlea/tlt anrl Hane.fron Toxic petticilesbr- Dr. Nlarion XIoses is avalable
for $15.0t1 prcpaid frorn thc cenrer.

Local Contact Information:
ManaSota-88:  PO Box 1728,Nokorms,  F l -3421-{ . ' l 'e lephone 911-966 6256 Fax 911 966 0659

crnail: nfo@rnar-rasota88.or-g \\'cbsitc: \\\\:w.1n111l?lsotagg.org
CoSCEP: P C) Box 15853 Sarasotr ,  I iL3427,1 .  1 'e lephonc 9-11 951 2291, 1,ax g- t1 9. i .+-000-+


