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( lonsumcr i )cst ic idc Safcf i '  Scrrcs

# 2 Lawn Care

Lawn Care Pesticides
# Pcst ic ic les are porsons t lut  kr l l  insects,  rveecls,  and orqurusrns that  canse plant  d iseases.  . \ntn-ra l  s tudics shos'  that

1nAn1 c2ruse carcer, birth dcfccts, mfertiLiq', and damage to thc brain, nerr-otls slstem, lungs, kidlet's, Lver,

endocrinc, lnd imrnune s\-stems.

+ trIost pesticidcs ne\.er reach tl-rcir target - 85 to 90 pclcent drift arvav traveling a mile or morc - contamlnatlng
..rir, rvater, soil, other pcople's properfi- and children's plar- areurs. Pesticidcs residr"res entel t'oru home through

cracks and creviccs ar-rd srnall openines arouncl wirclon's and doorrr-at-s, and are tracked incloors bt' firmilr'

rnembcrs ar-rd pets

# Pest ic ic lcs re stdues cal  rcr-r -n i r - r  rndoors fot  I  lonq t i rne -  s 'cehs,  mouths or  e\-c l l  Yc: l rs -  s tncc there ts no

sur-rlight, air, r.,.rnd or lain to break thcn-r dos.n oL r',.ash thenr es'av. Thet' contntlinate furuiture, upholsten',

carpets,  cr .cn c l - r i lc l ren's to ls.  T l - re h ighest  lcr-c ls i r re in hor, rsc dust ,  esPccia l l t '  carpet  dust .

Human Health Problems
# Jr-rst bccause lou do lrol get an\- slmptoms frorn peslrcides doe s not mean )'ou atc not being exposed and are

not at risk. Lorrg-terrn effects snch as clllccr and brain clurmage lrral occLtr from lotv level exposr.rtes over titre that

c1o not  caLlse an|  xPP2rrc l l t  heal th problcrns. .

# Pesticidcs can c2rlrse short tetm (acutc) effects, sr-rch as rashes, itcl-rtng, bttruir-tg of thc cves and throaf, brclttl-rtrlg

problcms, ancl  f lu, l ikc sr- t r rptoms (herc lache.  l r lusel ,  musclc aches ancl  f r r t ieue).  Ther cal  agql ' . lv , r tc  or  prectpi t . r tc

esthm11, a l lcrgres ancl  chemical  sensi t iv i t ies.

# I-ong term (chror-ric) effects lir-rked to pesticides incluc-lc c?rncer, birtl-r defects, Parkrnson's diseasc, at-rd clarnage tcr

thc [rair-r, ancl otficr boclt' systcrns. (-alccrs in adnlts associatec] rr,ith pesticide s includc brain cancer, leukerlia,

r-ron Ilodgkin lyrnphoma, rnLrltiple mlclome, rrncl cancel of tl-re pancrcas, prost?rtc, krdner', blaclclcr, et'e and colon.

What About Children?
* Childten are much more susceptible to pesticiclcs than aclults. 

' fhel 
ebsorb morc, becausc thev have more skin

slrf ircc for their sizc, and takc in more breaths pcr minr.rte. Clti ldren's lbil in- to dcgrade pcsticicles is less lnature,

and thcir imt-nnttc slsfcln ptotcctrons .tre ltot fr-rllr- developccl

# \la1r. pesticidcs are eesrlv rbsor'bcd into thc l)och' throuqh tl-re skin especillh' in chilclrer-r ctau')rng or plat'tng or-r

lurvls and carpcts, or r.,-rth tl-reir tor-s. Cl'rilclrcn rvhose sklr-t is s,et (from saLr-a, ttrine, rvater) allsorb 100"'o rnote

pesticrdes tlian if their hancls and skrn s'e re dn'.

# C:rlcers i1 chilclren associatecl rvith hornc trse pesticrdes inclr-rdc brail caucer, ler-rkcrniir, ueuroblastotrl2l, non-

Hoclgkin h-rnpl-rorna, ancl soft tisst-tc ser-.cotte.

What About Pets?

* Cats and dogs hirve bcen porsoned bv rvllkir-rg or lr'ing on pesticide treatcd l'.ru'ns and other stlrfaces, or bv

ir-rgestrr-ru b:rits (espccialll snail bart l-r dogs) iurcl cont'lminatcci fohage, animals and insects. l)ogs arc rnorc likell tcr

sef u fillc of cenccr callecl canine r-naliqnant llmphoma, ot bladcler cltcer ii thcir orvncrs ttse latvn cate chelmc'.rls

How to Flave a Healthy Non-Toxic Lawn

# I)o got hire a cornpau' to put toxrc chcmicals (incllrdmg l'rcrbicicles) o1t loLtr larvtr, et'en o1t il o1le tirne basis '\Iarrl'

people arc ur-rder thc false imprcssion thlt gllphosetc (Rourciup) and othct helbicidcs are not pestit:idcs.

# l)o 1ot g'ir.c rour larvn "junk fcrod" bv using chemical fertilizets. Thet' qr-uck11' green it up, but stress thc larvtr

rnakmg it  rnore rulncrable to pcsts. lJse cornpost, rnulcl-r,  and natttral orgal ic rnatel ials instead.



+ BE PATIENT rvhile vou trar-rsition from a chernical to a natr-rral larvn. It takes tirnc to cre2ltc a natural, non

chemiciil depenclent svstem. Seek out neig}rbors ot org:rnic gardenets rvho use natr,rral metl-Iods. Hire e lawn
compaflt' that clocs natural larvn carc u.'rdror-rt chemical f,:rtilizcrs and toxic pcsticides.

* Do not over water or water on a schednle. \\'ait until t.or,rr lau-n is reallt- thirsn' and then g'ive it a long slow deep
drink of u.ater. This helps control pests bl cnabling roots to grorv deeper and fr-rrther dorvnrvard

# Do not cllt lour larvn too sl-rort kccp it about 2 to 31,': inches high. Ilou.-rng high results in longer thicker grass
u,rth more surfacc are2l to teke in sr-rnliglrt encl ptornoting a cleeper root s\.stem. f{ealtl-rier grass is more fest
rcststant and i t  is hardcr fot rvcccls to take holcl.

# l)o not bc n-r islcacl Lrv las-n carc compulies rvho tel l  r-ou th:rt  ther-onh'usc pcsticidcs rcgstctcd bl thc l :nr- iron
n'tcntal l )rotcct ion.\celcv (EP-\) Al l  leeal pesticrdes xrc lcglstcrccl bl thc I l l ) : \ ,  rvhich cloes rot al lorv pestrcides to
be adverflsed or rn'.rrketed ts "safe".

(} Do not be mrslcd br- compenies s.ho tell rou that her'bicides ancl chcmicll fertilizers are compatlble u,rth a natural
larvn. Thel are not. Or br- companics that tell lor.r thel use IPtrI ( Integrated Pest trIanagcment). Companies that
sav the,v use IP\I also use toxic pesticides.

# Even if you are not concerned for r-oursclf, \'oru Lrse of lau,n chernicals can plrt your neighbors and others at risk
- iocluding chilchen, pregnant worrlen, cirncet sun'ir-ols, the eldcrh. rrrd thosc rvith scdor-rs hcalth problcms.

Safer Alternatives to Toxc Pesticides
() Insecticides:: insccticidel soaps ftrr- 2 teaspoons rni ld detergcl l t  pcr gal lon of r.r 'ater),  foocl grade cl iatomaceous

earth ()J()'I' ss.irnrnir-rg pool filtcr tvpc), nccrn prodr.rcts, horticultuml oils, natr.rral predators (four-rcl at organic
gardening end nursen- stores).

# Herbicides: cor1l gluten, hot rvrrter/r-rnegar, rvecd u,'ackcrs, propel mo\\1ng and rvatenng.
* Fungicides: Sr-rlfur, baking socla, some copper products, cultural controls, propcr watcring and rnorung
# Fertilizers: avoid chemical fertilizcrs, Lrsc compost, mr-rlch, natr-rral products.

What About Pest Control Companies?
# Do not sign a contr'2rct to h'.rve pesticicles apphccl on a schcclulc, or on a tcqr-llet l;asis. Tl'ris rcsr,rlts rn Lrnncccsslll-

apphc:rt ions'.urd cxpcr-tsc, l tnci n-r l i l tains continuinq lcr-els of toxics tn and around t.our home.
+ Find i i  cornpalrr that uscs lr l tural or orgrnlc methocls ancl ar-ords use of the mosf toxic pesticides. Do not be

fooled br- cornpanies thut srv thel usc "IPlI" ( Integrated Pcst \ Ianaecmcnt), but also r-rsc toxic pesticides.
* Do not be rnislead bv companies rvho tell yolr the\' onh, Lrse pesticides reglstelcd bi the JIP-\. All lcgal

pesticides are regrstered b1, tl.rc IiP.\.
+ trIake sntc r-ou have a rvritten contract before anl rvork bcgrns on vour properh'. 

'I'he 
contract sl-rould have

cornplete ir-rformatjor-r on rvhat pcsts xre beinc treated, the methods of applcation, lrnd the names and ingredients
t l  - \LL products,.

* If lotr clo not hnou' n.hat the proclr-rct ts, or rvhat the potcntiiil risl<s ';rtc - clo not allorv its Lrse or volrr propern'.
l lost pest control oper2rtols hnol ' l i t t lc or nothing ebout delaled he:r l t l -r  ei ' fccts of thc products thc\,r,rsc. , \ Ianv dcr
not knorv the effects on cl-rilclren ancl edr-rlts r-"rth asthma, allergcs, chcrnical scnsitivitr', ancl turdcrlving health
ptoblcms.

Pesticide Education Center:1).C). Box 2252-9, San Francisco, C.\ 9+122. 415 665-1122 pec@igc.org
rn'"rr,.pestrcidcs.org. De.,zgzerPainnt, Hop /o Pralel YourIIea/ll.t and Ilame.lirnTo:;tc Pesliridet by Dr. \Iarion lloses is
avai lable for $15.t iO prcpaid frorn the ccnter.

Local Contact Information
ManaSota-88: P.C). Box 1728, Nokomrs, I iL 3.1214. Telephor.re 911 966-6256 Irax 9-11-966-0(159

in fo (t) rn an a s o ta 8 B. o rg \\,\vw. milna s o ta 8 8. o rg
CoSCEP: P.O. Ror 15853 Sarasota, FL 3.12-r Tclcphone 9+1 95.1 2291, Fex 9,11 95+ 000,+


